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At the age of 20, Céline Gaudet decided to transform her passion for manga 
into a profession. She left Montreal to take courses under the direction of 
a Japanese manga teacher, at AAA-Ecole de Manga. She writes under the 
pseudonym Reptilian. 

Sonia Heckel, a 31 year old athlete from Nancy, France, has myopathy. This 
genetic disease prevents her muscles from regenerating, which, since the age 
of 13, has required use of an electric wheelchair. Sonia has been practicing 
Boccia since she was 18. She immediately fell in love with having to fight to 
“score a point” and quickly understood that this sport suited her perfectly. To 
date, she is a triple French Champion, with her sports assistant, Florent Brachet, 
and European Team Champion. In parallel to her sporting career, Sonia is an 
Accounting Secretary at Vandoeuvre Nancy Volley Ball. 
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... PUSHING 
ONE'S LIMITS TO 
GO HIGHER AND 

HIGHER...

I KNOW,

...ALWAYS A 
BIT FURTHER!

IT'S NOT EASY ! 
OFTEN, WE FORGET 

THAT...

 
...  

IN THE END, WE ALL HAVE 
OUR OWN MOUNTAIN TO 

CLIMB.



BUT THIS STEP

IS FAR FROM 
THE LAST ONE 
I'LL HAVE TO 

CLIMB.

BECAUSE LIFE IS A 
BIT LIKE THAT...





THAT STEP 
THAT 

SEEMED SO 
HIGH...

... IS SO 
CLOSE, 
NOW.



I'M GOING 

TO BE AT THE 

PARALYMPICS IN 

TOKYO  

!!!

YEAH  

!!!

FINALLY…



I'VE BEEN 
SELECTED ! 



YE...YES, 
HELLO ?

YES, IT'S 
ME !

PARDON?

AL...ALRIGHT. 
GREAT!

GOODBYE.

SO?!!

WAS IT 

THEM  

?!!



HA...YES, MUM, 
I'M FINE, HOW 

ARE YOU ?

… 

I'LL CALL 
YOU BACK, 
OK?! I'M 

EXPECTING A 
PHONE CALL.

ARE THEY 
REALLY 

GOING TO 
CALL ?

MAYBE THEY'LL 
ONLY CALL 

THOSE WHO'VE 
BEEN CHOSEN.

BE 
PATIENT. 
YOU...



… 

YE...YES, 
HELLO?



WE SHOULD HAVE 
TRAINED EVEN 

MORE.

A LOT MORE.

LOSING 
COMPETITIONS...

AND THEN WINNING 
OTHERS...

THAT'S ALL 
PART OF 

IT.



SAMARA...
WHAT A 

GAME !!!

WE PLAYED 
WELL TODAY !

BUT, WE'LL DO 
EVEN BETTER...

... NEXT TIME, 
RIGHT ?

…



THE WINNERS OF 
THE INDIVIDUAL 

BC3 END...
ARE OFFICIALLY 

THE REDS,

LED BY THE 
ATHLETE GREGOIRE 

RODRIGUEZ.



ZERO

… 

ONE



… 

DO WHAT YOU CAN.

IT'S THE ONLY 
THING THAT 

MATTERS FOR 
THIS GAME.

EVEN WITH ENCOURAGING 
WORDS…



DAMN IT!

I'M ONLY 
PUSHING MY 
OPPONENT'S 

BALLS 
CLOSER !

AND I ONLY 
HAVE TWO 
LEFT…



... THAT SOON I 
WILL GET TO THE 
PARALYMPICS.

IN WHICH BOCCIA 

CATEGORY? IT DOESNT 

MATTER.

ISN'T THAT RIGHT, RÉMY?



... I MAY NOT BE 
ABLE TO THROW LIKE 

I USED TO...

OR EVEN TO USE 
MY LEGS AT 

ALL...

... BUT NONE OF THAT 
SHOULD PREVENT ME 

FROM ALWAYS CLIMBING 
THE STEPS, HIGHER AND 
HIGHER, TOWARDS MY 

DREAM.

AND I KNOW…



IT 
WASN'T 
EASY,

BUT ONLY HARD 
WORK AND 
WILLPOWER

…

... CAN BEAR 
FRUIT.

AND, HONESTLY 
…

ALRIGHT !

TH
E 

EN
D I

S 

ST
AR

TI
NG

 !



DO YOU THINK, 
MAYBE…THAT IT'S STILL TOO 

EARLY TO FACE THE 
COMPETITION ? 

…!!!

NO, DON'T 
WORRY.

WE'VE WORKED 
HARD TO GET TO 

THIS POINT.



15  

MINUTES !SAMARA, ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT?

YE...YES, SORRY. I 
DON'T KNOW WHY. 

I'VE BEEN TO MANY 
COMPETITIONS, 

THOUGH...



INDIVIDUAL 

BC3 END IN...



I CAN'T COMPARE 
THEM.

LET ALONE GIVE UP 
ON MY DREAM.

ESPECIALLY SEEING 
HOW SOME PEOPLE 
BELIEVE IN ME.

SHOULD WE 
START?



YES … 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT.

MY 
LIMITATIONS 

AREN'T GREATER 
OR HARDER TO 

OVERCOME,

BUT SIMPLY 
DIFFERENT!

AND THAT'S  
WHY …



YOU WOULD DO 
THAT FOR ME? 

REALLY?

WE …
OF COURSE, 

SAMARA!

WE'RE  
FRIENDS!

AND IT'S BETTER 
THAN GIVING 
EVERYTHING 

UP, ISN'T IT? 



… 

WELL …

IF YOU 
WANT
... 

... I CAN 
BE YOUR 

ASSISTANT!

YOU 
…



WHY DON'T 
YOU CHANGE 

CATEGORIES?

YOU'RE NOT THE 
ONLY ONE IN THIS 

SITUATION.

LOOK AT ALL 
THE PLAYERS 

IN BC3!

…

YES, 
BUT …

THAT WOULD MEAN 
STARTING OVER 

FROM SCRATCH ...

AND WHO WOULD BE 
MY ASSISTANT? 



THROW IT! 

THROW 
IT! 

COME 

ON! 

YOU WANT TO 
QUIT? BUT, WHY?!

NO, BUT …

HOW CAN I 
CONTINUE IF I 
CAN'T THROW?



NO …

THAT CAN'T 
BE TRUE …

…

COME ON …

MOVE …



AS MY PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST 
PREDICTED,

I GREW WEAKER 
AND WEAKER.

BUT I DID 
EVERYTHING 

TO IGNORE IT, 
BECAUSE … 

... I COULDN'T 
IMAGINE MY LIFE 
WITHOUT BOCCIA.

AND THEN …



THAT THIS 
FIRST VICTORY 
WOULD OPEN 
THE WAY FOR 

THE OTHERS ...

... THAT WOULD 
COME IN THE 
FOLLOWING 

YEARS?

BUT …

... IT WASN'T NEARLY 
AS PERFECT AS IT 

APPEARED.



FINAL END:  
REDS 3,  
BLUES 1

EUROPEAN BOCCIA  

BC4 CHAMPION 

…

SAMARA 

DUVERT  

!
WHO WOULD 

HAVE 
THOUGHT…



3RD END: REDS 
1, BLUES 2

…!!!

I'M NOT GOING 
TO LET YOU WIN.

GO, 

SAMARA!!!



1ST END: REDS 
0, BLUES 1

2ND END: 
REDS 0, 
BLUES 2



SAMARA 
DUVERT  

!!!

THIS IS  
THE TIME 

…

... TO SHOW WHAT 
I CAN DO! 



TO SEE ALL THESE 
PEOPLE GATHERED 

HERE ...

... AND TO BE 
A PART OF 
IT, WAS AN 
INCREDIBLY 

MOVING 
EXPERIENCE.

BC2: ATHLETES 
WITH CEREBRAL 

PALSY 
COMPETING 
WITHOUT AN 
ASSISTANT.

BC1: ATHLETES 
WITH CEREBRAL 

PALSY 
COMPETING 

WITH AN 
ASSISTANT.

FIRST 

INDIVIDUAL 

BC4 END: 

FRANÇOIS KRAUS 

VERSUS …



I COULD NOT BE 
HAPPIER …

… THAN 
BY DOING 
MY FIRST 
EUROPEAN 

COMPETITION 
AT 19.

BC4: ATHLETES WITH 
LOCOMOTOR DYSFUNCTION 
BUT NO CEREBRAL PALSY 

AND NOT ELIGIBLE 
FOR ASSISTANCE.

BC3: ATHLETES 
WITH LOCOMOTOR 

DYSFUNCTION WHO NEED 
AN ASSISTIVE DEVICE 
TO THROW THE BALL 
AND AN ASSISTANT.



YES, 
HELLO?

WHAT?  

REALLY?

HUH, HUH …  
YEAH

HMM ...  
HMM ... 
YEAH.

OK ... YES, 
THANK YOU.

WHO WAS 
IT?

I'VE BEEN 

SELECTED FOR AN 

INTERNATIONAL 

COMPETITION!!!

WHAT 

?!!



YOU HAVE TO BE THE 
FIRST TO TASTE 
MY NEW RECIPE!

RÉMY!

COME ON, 
COME BEFORE 
IT GETS 
COLD.

BUT SERIOUSLY, HOW DO 
YOU DO IT? THE TASTE 

IS SO BALANCED!

HI HI HI … 
WELL, THAT …

THIS IS A 
SECRET 

…



UNFORTUNATELY, 
YOU CAN ONLY 

LOSE STRENGTH 
IN YOUR ARMS.

BUT YOU 
PROBABLY 
ALREADY 

SUSPECTED THAT.

… THANK YOU, 
SIR. GOODBYE.

Student residence

…

SAMARA!



… 

HUM...

THIS IS NOT A 
GOOD SIGN …

WHAT IS IT 
? 

YOU KNOW,  
YOUR MYOPATHY  

        IS A DEGENERATIVE 
DISEASE …

YES? 



WE WON 

!

WELL DONE 
EVERYBODY.

WE'LL GET BACK TO 
IT ON THURSDAY.

ALRIGHT, BYE, I 
HAVE TO GO. I HAVE 
AN APPOINTMENT!



THIS IS THE GOAL 
I WANT TO REACH 
WHEN I'M OLDER.

A few years later 
…



ARGH … 
THIS PANG 

IN MY 
HEART …

I THINK … NO, 
ACTUALLY, I 

KNOW THAT …



WAIT, WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 

THE PARALYMPICS 
DO EXIST! DIDN'T 
YOU KNOW THAT? 



OF COURSE.

BESIDES, 
YOU'RE PRETTY 

GOOD!

REALLY? YOU 
THINK SO?!

HAHA! YES, 
A TRUE 

CHAMPION! 
…

YOU KNOW WHAT?

IT'BE REALLY COOL 
IF I COULD BECOME 
AN ATHLETE WHEN 

I'M OLDER.

LIKE … IF 
THERE WERE 
OLYMPICS 

FOR PEOPLE 
LIKE ME …

CAN YOU 
IMAGINE 

?



... 

IT'S ALREADY 
3PM …

LET'S 
TIDY UP 

EVERYTHING 
!

MISS!!! 

TODAY WAS 

AWESOME! 

ARE WE 
GOING 
TO PLAY 
BOCCIA 
AGAIN?!!



I'M DOING IT 
PROPERLY.



YOU'LL TRY 
AGAIN WHEN WE 
COME BACK TO 
YOUR TURN.

… 

I REALLY DIDN'T 
TAKE THIS 

SERIOUSLY ENOUGH! 
SO PATHETIC!

I CAN'T 
DO IT AS 

WITH OTHER 
SPORTS.

…

WELL! FROM 
NOW ON 

…



... 

YOU NEED TO 

THROW THE 

BALL, NOT 

DROP IT!

OH, WHAT'S 
WRONG, SAMARA? 

IT… IT WASN'T 

MY REAL 

ATTEMPT!

LET M
E STA

RT 

AGAIN!



MEH ...



… 

NOT BAD, 
JEAN-PIERRE.

HUM…

IT'D BE COOL TO 
HAVE FUN

FOR ONCE IN 
SPORTS CLASS, 

BUT …

IS BOCCIA REALLY 
DIFFERENT? 



THE WINNING TEAM 
IS THE ONE THAT 
ROLLS THE BALL 

CLOSEST  
…

… TO THE JACK, WHICH IS 
THE SMALL TARGET BALL, 

AS YOU KNOW.  
OK? 

READY TO 
START? 



NO? 

IT'S MOSTLY LIKE 
PÉTANQUE, BUT ITALIAN! 

HAHA! 

YOU ALL KNOW HOW 

TO PLAY PÉTANQ
UE,  

RIGHT? 

YES!!!

GREAT!

WE'RE GOING TO 
HAVE TWO TEAMS, 
BLUES AND REDS.

WHAT'S THIS 
NEW WEIRD 

SPORT ABOUT 
?



… 

OK, KIDS… 
TODAY,

WE'RE 
GOING TO 
TRY OUT A 
NEW SPORT.

DOES ANYONE  
KNOW ABOUT 

BOCCIA? 



REALLY,

REALLY ...

REPETITIVE AND 
BORING!!!

AH … WHAT 
A DAY!

I CAN'T WAIT 
TO BE HOME 

AT LAST!

THE 2004 

OLMPIC GAMES 

ARE ALREADY SO 

CLOSE TO US! 

WHO ISN'T 

EXCITED 

ABOUT IT?



WE'RE WATING 
FOR YOU SO 

WE CAN START.

TODAY, WE'RE 
RESUMING PRACTICE 

WITH OUR BLOWPIPES!

COME ON,  
LET'S GO! 

THAT'S WHAT I 
WAS SAYING

…

SEE 
?



OH … 
HE'S SO 
LUCKY!

BUT NO, I HAVE TO 
DO BORING STUFF 

LIKE …

I'D LOVE  
TO BE ABLE 

TO PLAY 
SPORTS  

LIKE THAT  
…

EARTH TO 
SAMARA, 
HELLO! 



… SINCE THEN, 
I'VE LOST THE 

USE OF MY 
LEGS.

AND I'VE 
STARTED 

STUDYING IN A 
"SEN" SCHOOL.

WHICH MEANS A 
"SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 

NEEDS" SCHOOL.

?



WHAT 
IS …

SAMARA 

?!!

WHAT 

HAPPENED?

SAMARA, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY?

MY LEGS … 

I CAN'T GET UP 

ANYMORE.



MY MUM WAS WORRIED,  
BECAUSE ...

… AS A 
CHILD, I HAD 
ALWAYS LOVED 

MOVING.
COME ON, 

PASS THE 

BALL! 

SHE TALKED TO 
ME OF "MUSCLE 
DEGENERATION".

AND I MADE 
THE MISTAKE OF 
NOT TAKING HER 

SERIOUSLY.
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