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oo PUSHING
ONE'S LIMITS TO
GO HIGHER ANDP
HIGHER...

ALWAYS A
BIT FLRTHER!

T kNOW,

I7'6 NOT EASY !
OFTEN, WE FORGET
THAT ..

IN THE END, WE ALL HAVE
OLIR OWN MOLINTAZN 70
CLIMB.



BUT THIS STEP

TS FAR FRom

THE LAST ONE

TLL HAVE O
CLIMB.

BECAUSE LIFE IS A
BIT LIKE THAT...






THAT STEP
THAT
SEEMED SO
HIGH...

o I8 50
CLOSE,
NOW.



T'M GOING
70 BE AT THE
PARALYMPICS IN
TOKYO

444
P

FINALLY..



I'VE BEEN
SELECTED !



YES, IT'S

ME ! YE...YES,
HELLO %
PARDONZ
s0#!!
AL...ALRIGHT.
was IT GREAT!
EM
gz

GOODBYE.



HA...YES, MUM,
I'M FINE, HOW

ARE you 7
ARE THEY
REALLY
GOING TO
CALL 2
MAYBE THEY'LL
ONLY CALL
THOSE WHO'VE
BEEN CHOSEN.
BE
PATIENT.
you...
T'LL CALL
You BACK,
oKZ! I'M
EXPECTING A

PHONE CALL.



YE...YES,
HELLOZ



A LOT MORE.

WE SHOLLD HAVE
TRAINED EVEN
MORE.

LOSTING
COMPETITIONS...

AND THEN WINNING
OTHERS. ..

THAT'S ALL
FART OF
I7:



WHAT A SAMARA...
Game '!!

WE PLAYED
WELL TODAY !
BUT, WE'LL DO
EVEN BETTER...
... NEXT TIME,

RIGHT %



THE WINNERS OF
THE INDIVIDUAL

ARE OFFICIALLY BC3 END...

THE REDS,

LED BY THE
ATHLETE GREGOIRE
RODPRIGUEZ.



ONE

ZERO



DO WHAT You CAN.

IT'S THE ONLY
THING THAT
MATTERS FOR
THIS GAME.

EVEN WITH ENCOLIRAGING
WORPS,.,



oAMN IT7/

IM oMLY
PLISHING MY
OPPONENT 'S

GALLs

CLOSER !

ANP I ONLY
HAVE TWO
LEFT.,



voo THAT SOON T
WILL GET 70 THE
FARALYMFICS.

IN WHICH BOCCIA

caTEGORYZ IT POESNT

MATTER.

TSN'T THAT RIGHT; REMY'Z



o T MAY NOT BE
ABLE TO THROW LIKE
T USED TO...

OR EVEN TO USE
MY LEGS AT
ALL...

w0 BUT NONE OF THAT
SHOLILD PREVENT ME
FROM ALWAYS CLIMBING
THE STEPS, HIGHER ANDP
HIGHER, TOWARDS MY
PREAM.

ANP I KNOW. .,



I7 ALRIGHT !

WASN'T
£455;
I
N6
BUT ONLY HARD
WORK AND TH EA¢TI
WILLPOWER

v

w00 CAN BEAR
FRUIT.

AND, HONESTLY

ves



THAT IT'S STILL TOO
EARLY TO FACE THE
COMPETITION %

NO, DON'T
WORRY.

WE'VE WORKED
HARD TO GET TO
THIS POINT.

DO Yyou THINK,
MAYBE...



s

SAMARA, ARE You MINUTES !
ALRIGHTZ

YE...YES, SORRY. T
DON'T KNOW WHY.

I'VE BEEN TO MANY
COMPETITIONS,
THOUGH...



NP IVIPUAL

BC3

E,vp IN' 0



Z CAN'T COMFPARE
THEM.

LET ALONE GIVE LP
ON MY DREAM.
ESPECTALLY SEEING
HOW SOME PEOPLE
BELIEVE IN ME.
SHOULD WE

STARTZ



YES ..,
YOU'RE
RIGHT.

my
LIMITATIONS
AREN'T GREATER
OR HARPER TO
OVERCOME,

BUT SIMPLY
DIFFERENT!

AND THAT'S
WHY .0,



AND IT'S BETTER
THAN GIVING
EVERYTHING

UP, ISN'T ITZ

you WOULD po
THAT FOR MEZ

REALLYZ

WE ...
OF COURSE,

SAMARA!

WE'RE
FRIENDS!



WELL ...

IF you
WANT

... T CAN
BE YOUR
ASSTSTANT!

you



LOOK AT ALL WHY DON'T

THE PLAYERS YOU CHANGE
IN BC3! CATEGORIESZ
YOU'RE NOT THE
ONLY ONE IN THIS
SITUATION.
YES,
BUT ...

THAT WOULD MEAN
STARTING OVER
FROM SCRATCH ...

AND WHO WOULD BE
MY ASSTISTANTZ



you WANT TO
QUITZ BUT, WHYZ!

NOo, BUT ...

HOW CAN T
CONTINUE IF I
CAN'T THROWZ

THROW IT!

THROW
IT!

cOME
oN!



THAT CAN'T
BE TRUE ...

COME ON ...

MOVE ...

NO ...



AS MY PHYSICAL
THERAFIST
PREPICTED,

I GREW WEAKER
AND WEAKER.
8Ur I pIrpe
EVERY THING
70 IGNORE IT7;
BECAUSE ...
veo T COULPN'T
IMAGTINE MY LIFE

WITHOUT BOCCIA.

AND THEN ...



v IT WASN'T NEARLY
AS PERFECT AS IT
APPEARED,

THAT THIS
FIRST VICTORY
WoULDP OPEN
THE WAY FOR
THE OTHERS ...

oo THAT WOULD
COME IN THE
FOLLOWING
YEARSZ

BUT ..



FLROPEAN BOCCIA
504 CHAMPION

rxa

FINAL END:
REDS 3,
BLUES 1

SAMARA
DLIVERT
WHO woluLe "

HAVE
THOLGHT...



Wise 2R° END: REDS
" 1, BLUES 2

IMNOT GOING
7O LET YOU WIN.

&GO,
5 A M A m'l'l'l



1*T END: REDS
O; BLUES 1

2N END:
REDS O,
BLUES 2



SAn4y
THIS T5 ClyEsr
THE TIME Y,

L

)

ver TO SHOW WHAT
Z cAN po!



e AND TO BE
A FART OF
I7; WAS AN

INCREPIBLY

MOVING

EXPERIENCE.

FIRST
TNDIVIPUAL
BC4 ENC?
FRANGOTS KRAUS
VERSUS 1+t

7O SEE ALL THESE
PEOPLE GATHERED
HERE ...

BCl: ATHLETES
WITH CEREBRAL
PALSY
COMPETING
WITH AN
ASSTISTANT.

BC2: ATHLETES
WITH CEREBRAL
PALSY
COMPETING
WITHOUT AN
ASSTISTANT.



o THAN
BY POING
MY FIRST
ELIROPEAN

COMPETITION
AT 19,

BC3: ATHLETES
WITH LOCOMOTOR
DYSFUNCTION WHO NEED
AN ASSISTIVE DEVICE
TO THROW THE BALL
AND AN ASSTSTANT.

I CoULD NOT BE

HAPPIER ...

BC4: ATHLETES WITH
LOCOMOTOR DYSFUNCTION
BUT NO CEREBRAL PALSY
AND NOT ELIGIBLE
FOR ASSTISTANCE.



WHATZ

LYZ
ARG i
HELLOZ
HMM ...
HMM ...
YEAH,
HUH, HUH ..,
YEAH
WHO WAS
ITZ
SELECTED - ‘;32'2”
I/VTE}?IVA 7L Y2
c 0 M PE TI 7- 0 00 ?



COME ON,

COME BEFORE YOU HAVE TO BE THE
IT GETS FIRST TO TASTE
coLp. REMY! My NEW RECIPE!

BUT SERTIOUSLY, HOW DO
YOU DO ITZ THE TASTE
THIS IS A IS SO BALANCED!

SECRET

v

HI HI HI ..,
WELL, THAT ..,



... THANK You,
SIR. GOODBYE.

UNFORTUNATELY,
you CAN ONLY
LOSE STRENGTH
IN YOUR ARMS.

Student residence

SamMARA!

BUT you
PROBABLY
ALREADY
SUSPECTED THAT.



HUM. ..

WHAT IS IT
z

You KNOW,

YOUR MYOPATHY

IS A DEGENERATIVE
DISEASE ..,

YESZ

THIS IS NOT A
GOOD SIGN ...



WE WO/V

WELL DONE
EVERYBODY.

WE'LL GET BACK TO
IT ON THURSDAY.

ALRIGHT, BYE, I
HAVE TO GO. I HAVE
AN APPOINTMENT!



THIS IS THE GOAL
T WANT TO REACH
WHEN T'M OLPER.

Afew years later



ARGH ..,
THIS FANG
TN MY
HEART .04

T THINK ... NO,
ACTUALLY; T
KNOW THAT ...



WAIT, WHAT ARE you
TALKING ABOUTZ

THE PARALYMPICS
DO EXIST! DIDN'T
YOU KNOW THATZ



BESIDES,
YOU'RE PRETTY
Goop!

HAHA! YES,
A TRUE
CHAMPION!

LIKE ... IF
THERE WERE
OLYMPICS
FOR PEOPLE
LIKE ME ...

CAN You

IMAGINE
z

REALLYZ you
THINK 50%!

OF COURSE.

YOU KNOW WHATZ

IT'BE REALLY COOL
IF I COULD BECOME
AN ATHLETE WHEN
I'M OLDER.



IT'S ALREADY

3PM ...
LET'S
TIDY UP
EVERYTHING
I
MI6s!!!
7004y WAS
AWESOME!
ARE WE
GOING
To PLAY
BOCCIA

AGAINZ!!



I'M DOING IT
FPROFPERLS.



WELL! FRom
Now oN

Ve

You'LL TRY
AGAIN WHEN WE
COME BACK TO

YOUR TURN.

T REALLY PION'T
TAKE THIS
SERIOUSLY ENOLIGH!
S50 FATHETIC!

ZCAN'T
PO IT As
WITH OTHER
SPORTS.



I7. I7T WASN'T

MY REAL
ATTEMPT!
sTART
LET ;”;;IN-’

OH, WHAT'S
WRONG, SAMARAZ

you NEED TO
THROW THE
BALL, NOT
DROP IT!



MEH 000



HUM. .. ”

NOT BAD,
JEAN-PIERRE.

7P EE cool 0

HAVE FLN
FOR ONCE IN
SPORTS CLASS,
BUT ..
TS BOCCTA REALLY

DIFFERENTZ



THE WINNING TEAM
IS THE ONE THAT
ROLLS THE BALL

CLOSEST

ves

... TO THE JACK; WHICH IS
THE SMALL TARGET BALL,
AS YOU KNOW.
oK%

READY TO
STARTZ



IT'S MOSTLY LIKE
PETANQUE, BUT ITALTIAN!
HAHA! NOZ

HoW
L KNOW
vou?ﬁ\‘_‘; g PETANGUE!

yESI!
LN ]
GREAT!
WHAT'S THIS WE'RE GOING TO
NEW WEIRD HAVE TWO TEAMS,

SPORT ABoLIT BLUES AND REDS.
H



004

OK; KIDS..,
TODAY,

WE'RE
GOING TO
TRY OUT A

NEW SPORT.

DOES ANYONE
KNOW ABOUT
BOCCIAZ



AH ... WHAT

A DAY!
T CAN'T WATT
TO BE HOME
AT LAST! REALLY;
REALLY ...
THE 2004
OLMPIC GAMES
ARE ALREADY 5O
CLOSE TO Us!
wo IENT
1574
EXCIT REPETITIVE AN

480UT I7% BORING!!!



W
°§

WE'RE WATING
FOR YoU 50
WE CAN START.

TODAY, WE'RE
RESUMING PRACTICE
WITH OUR BLOWPIPES!

COME ON;
LET'S GO!

THAT'S WHAT T
WAS SAYING

vos



OH .0v
HE'S 50
LLcky!

BUT NO, T HAVE TO
PO BORING STUFF
LIKE ..,

IDLovE
70 BE ABLE
70 PLAY
SPORTS
LIKE THAT

vor



w0 SINCE THEN,
TVE LOST THE
USE OF MY
LEGS.

AND T'VE
STARTED
STUPYING TN A
"SEN" SCHOOL.

WHICH MEANS A
"SPECTAL EDLICATIONAL
NEEDS" SCHOOL.



SAMAR,,

ARe Yoy
OkAyz
WHAT
HAPPENEDZ
MY LEGS ...

T CAN'T GET UP
ANYMORE:

WHAT
Z5 ..,

SAMARA
AL

o 00



AND I MAPE
THE MISTAKE OF
NOT TAKING HER

SERIOUSLY.

MY MUM WAS WORRIED,

BECALISE

COME ON
pASS THE
BALL!

e AS A
CHILD, I HADP
ALnways LovED

MOVING.

SHE TALKED TO
ME OF ‘MUSCLE
DEGENERATION".



with the kind collaboration of Sonia Heckel
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